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A Visit to the Cherokee Netion 
by W. J. Lemke 


When Alvin Seamster, Benton County historian, recently discovered the - 
graves of iiajor Ridge and Gen. Stand Watie, eas renorted in FL#SHBACK, 
in the Polson Cemetery near Southwest City, Missouri, I wrote ir.Seam-— 
ster thet I would like to visit the graves of these noted Cherokees. 


So on November 11, I picked up the Mayor et Bentonville and we drove 
northwest, stopping et the iit.,Pleasant church and cemetery where ir. 
Seemster's parents end other eerly settlers are buried, end at histor-— 
ic Maysville where the main street is the state line. At SouthwestCity 
we stopped to photograph the marker erected by the Culture Club on the 
Spot where the corners of Arkansas, Oklahoma and iissouri meet. 


A mile west of Southwest City is the Polson burying ground, where 
sleep many Polsons, Washbournes, Blackburns, and other pioneer feamil— 
les -—— either Cherokee or releted to the Cherokees by merriage. Here 
is the government marker to "The Ridge, Major, Morgan's Cherokee Regi- 
ment, var of 1812", who was essassineted on that bloody June day in 
1839 when John Ridge and Elias Boudinot also died. Here is the hand- 
some monument erected by the UDC over the grave of Stand atie, the 
only Cherokee gener2l in the Confederate armies, Both iiajor iiidge and 
Stand Watie had many connections with the early history of “jashington 
County. or: ihe’ 


While I was copying the inscription on Stand ‘Jatie's tombstone,there 
wes a sudden shout from my companion, He hed discovered the graves of 
J. “%. Washbourne end wife (Susan Ridge). As recently as the ‘ugust 
1955 issue of FL/SHBACK (Vol.V, No.5) I stated that the burial place 
of J. W. ilashbourne, son of the femous Cephas ‘Jashburn, was unknown, 
Well, here it wes — in the Polson Cemetery near Southwest City, Mo. 


J. ‘', Washbourne was 2 prominent figure in the business and social 
life of Fayetteville in the 1840's and 1850's. It wes he who built the 
2-story front pert of the Reed house on Jest Dickson street that was 
recently torn down to make room for a shopping center, nd it was he 
who mérried Susan Ridge, one of the Cherokee girls who ettended hiss 
sawyer's Fayetteville Female Seminary. ? 


‘mong the many members of the Washbourne fanily puried in the Polson 
greveyard ere the following: 


J.W.Washbourne, died Dec.27, 1871, aged 52 years; and his wife Susan 
C., died Aug.22, 1871, aged 42 years. 

Aeneas Washbourne, infent son of J. W. and Susen Weshbourne, died 
Aug, 1:, 187i. 

Percy H. Washbourne, born Feb.6, 1848; died Mey 14, 1924; and his 
wife Cynthia A., born Sept.2, 1853; died sapr.19, 1915. — aRkNon? 


Children of Percy and Cynthia Washbourne buried here are: 
James lW. Washbourne (born Oct.5, 1872; died Oct.28, 1893) 
W. W. Washbourne (born Dec.18, 1876; died Jan.19, 1916) 
Elroy W. Washbourne (born 1880; died 1881) 
Ada Eolen Washbourne (born 1882; died 1883) 
Charley: Washbourne (born and died 1887) 
Percy (Jack) Washbourne (died Aug.7, 1941, esate 50 yrs 6 mos 17 days 
Lula R. Washbourne (born and died 1893) he 


Other Washbournes in this old cemetery are: 
Annie Washbourne (died Oct.14, 1874, aged 24 SaeeEy 
A, Washbourne (died July 2, 1952, aged 66 yrs 3 mos 26 SRE STE 
Jay Washbourne (1880-1910). 
Carrie Washbourne (died Aug.7, 1955, aged 85 yrs 5 mos 10 faye 
Claude L. Washbourne (born August 1859; died March 1917) 
Martha M. Washbourne (1866-1919) 
Ed N,.Washbourne (born Jan.20, 1869; died Apr. LD ge) 
Rollin Ridge ‘Jashbourne (1892-1939) 
Noble P..lW ashbourne (SFC OMC World War I),‘ born Sept.30, 1888; 

died Nov.29, 1953 


There are perhaps a dozen children's graves (without dates) in the 
Washbourne section of the cemetery, among them the following: 
Infant of Ed \Jashbourne 
Infant of Stearl B lackburn . 
Infant of Joe-—Clyde Tye é 
ee a Francis -— Lee C. Francis -—~ Ruth Francis 


Beeeuse of the prominence of the early Blackburn family, I am*1ist— 
ing some of the older members of this family who are buried in the 
Polson Cemetery at Southwest City: 

Washington 17. Blackburn (born Jan.5, 1831; died Nar. 18, 1881) and his 
wife Milley Ann (born Apr.29, 1832; died Aug.3, 1908) 
Washington 1!. Blackburn Jr. Weeks Apr.7, 1865; "Killed by a team" on 

| Sept.11, 1880 
Mary Grimes (1809-1881) 


There are some 40 or 50 Polsons buried here. As was reported in No.6 
of our Bulletin Series ("Early Colléges ‘and Academies"), David Polson 
married Flora Ridge, one of the Cherokee girls who were enrolled in 
the. Fayetteville Female Seminary. The relationship of other early 
Washington County families with the pioneer Cherokee families is be- 
-yond the scope of our study. 


‘On our return from Southwest City, Mayor Seamster.and I stopped at 
the Maysville Cemetery, one of the oldest in Benton County. It dates 
back to R. Weaver (born 1800; died ‘pr.23, 1840) and probably earlier. 
~lt-contains many pioneer Bent én County names. Some names that also 
appear in -Jashington County history are: | 
Jane Reed (born Jan.1, 1780; died Feb.20, 1851) 

_Jane Wakefield (born in $.Carolina Mar. 6: 1807; died Sept.4, 1859) 

Z. M. Whinery (born March 1, 1818; died May 30, 1879) and wife Sarah 

| (born June 29, 1808; Aled Rue 18, 1883) 

David H. Leeper (born Feb, 10, 1812; died Oct.23, 1883) : 

;W. A. Alexander (died Apr. 15,° 1857, aged 47 yrs 26 days) and wit Alex— 
' ander Si Jan.31, 1862, aged 54 yrs 4 mos 4 days) 


An interesting neme in the Maysville Cemetery is thet of Hdwerd Pay- 
son, son of Dr. Clement and Lucy J. Hayden, who died ijor.1, 1870, at 
the age of 9, It doesn't require much speculation to guess where this 
lad got his given name, 


We slowed down when we pessed the old Dickson Cemetery +4 mile west 
of Bentonville, This graveyard is overgrown with brush end meny of the 
tombstones have fallen. Mr.,Seamster hed already secured the gravestone 
inscriptions on an earlier visit. He gave me e copy of his list and I 
om publishing it here, for the record and because of the kinship of 
these early Benton County Dicksons with the /eshington County brench 
of the family. This old cemetery hes not been used since 1882, 


Old Dickson Cemetery, 4 mile west of Bentonville 


Robert Dickson (born Sept.1, 1773; died Feb.5, 1849) 

Joseph, son of iiobert Dickson end grendson of Gen, Joseph Dickson; 
died Oct.24, 1845; merried Mary Hare in Tennessee iiay 30, 1821; 
born to them 6 deughters and 5 sons. 

Mery, wife of Joseph Dickson (born Apr.8, 1803; died icr.11, 1869); 
"a feithful member of the CP Church". 

Samuel ‘Joods (born Nov.4, 1799; died Sept.23, 1871) 

Dysart Woods (born Jan,21, 1806; died iier.8, 1882) 

Sereh, wife of Dysart ‘oods (born Feb.18, 1810; died June 12, 1859) 

Phineas H. “Woods (born Dec.8, 1833; died iveér.18, 1860) 

Mery A. Burns, wife of T.P.Burns (b. Oct.18, 1806; d. Mer.17, 1870) 

Robert L. Burns (born Oct.17, 1832; died Nov.30, 1860) 

Rebecca E. Wooden (born Dec.5, 1824; died Nov.17, 1868) 

M. B. Kirby (no date) 

Infent son of D & S Woods (born end died Februery 1839) 

Infant of D & S Woods (born and died ier. 9, 1852) 


Cn our arrival in Bentonville, I spent a pleasant hour inspecting 
lir, Seamster's collection of historical relics, entiques end memora- 
bilia. He hes what is probably the largest collection of Confederate 
money in. this section of the stete. There are thousands of documents 
and letters of e century @go. His collection of old guns contains 
weepons used in the battles of Fayetteville, Pea Ridge, end Prairie 
Grove. He has meny old Senton County photogrephs, rere old books, 
pioneer household erticles and furniture, and family heirlooms, He 
pléns, when his term as Mayor expires, to catalog and index this ma— 
terial and write a series of articles about it. 


Shorts from Goodspeed's History 


John B. Steele was a merchant at Springdale and Ven\/inkle :ills in 
the 1860!s, In 1868 he wes married to Mery Vaniinkle. In 1880 he 
opened the VanWinkle Hotel in feyetteville, which he meneged for two 
years, He was mayor of Rogers in 1885. 


James T. Craig brought e stock of goods from Fort Gibson to CaneHill 
in 1848 and opened 2 store. He sold out in 1850 to meke the Gold Hush. 
In 1851 he had 2 store at Cincinnati. From 1852 to 1861 he had e store 
in Bentonville, returned to Cane Hill after the war, but resumed his 
store-keeping et Bentonville in 1871. c ARKANSAS 


CARROLL COUNTY! S: NEW QUARTERLY 

The first issue of the Carroll County Historical Quarterly was pub- 
Jished Nov.17 by the Carroll County Historical Society. Editor of the 
new periodical is Boyd W. Johnson. President of the Carroll County 
Society is Coy Logan of Berryville. In the first issue of this new 
quarterly, an article:by Rue Griffith entitled "Some Early History of 
the Rule School and Community", is outstanding. For the next issue the 
editor promises a reprint of an early history. of Carroll County that 
appeared in the Carroll. County Advocate of Sept. 238 1876. 


SEAMSTER IN FORD TIMES aes . 

The December issue of FORD TIMES carries a letter from Alvin Seam— 
sver of Bentonville, member of the WCHS, and a picture of a $100 bill 
from Mayor Semaster's collection of Confederate money. Purpose was to 
show the picture of Lucy Holcombe Pickens whose likeness appears on 
many;Confcacrate banknotes. , 


PLONSERS DISCUSS OVERLAND MAIL 

The Sebastiem County chapter, Arkansas Pioneers, devoted its Novem 
bes program to the Butterfield Overland Mail, whose centennial will be 
observed in 1958, The Southwest American reports the Fort Smith meet-— 
ing as follows: oT 

'Rominiscences of the Butterfield stagecoach days highlighted the 
Luncheen meeting of Sebastian County chapter, /rkansas Pioneers, at 
the home of Mrs, ‘Ruth Moss Carroll. Mrs.D.D.Taylor, program chairman, 
read old newspaper stories about “the overland route, about the coach 
service (mail and passenger), and’ about the social and business life 
of the era, Aftcorwards several of the Pioneers repeated stories about 
the old Butterfield trail, the Overland Mail ball, and other historic 
events thas had come down through their families. M 


-“ STEELE'S CAMDEN EXPEDITION 186), 
'. The Pulaski County Historical Society (Little Rock) has begun publi- 


“S cation of a Bulletin Series. The first number -in the Series is titled 


..URorty Days of Disaster", being an account of Gen. Steele's expedition 
.Suinbo south Arkansas March 23 to May 3, 1864. The author is J.H.Atkin- 
-<" son, Nistor; professor in Little Rock Junior College. 

This Bulletin will be of great service to students of Civil War his- 


-'.< tomy.ft uses reports of both Union and Confederate officers and covers 


three important engagements -- Poison Spring, Marks! Mill, and Jenkins 
Porry The author's."Notes" are of particular interest, since he visit- 
ithe bastle sites and is thus able to add information not: elsewhere 
available, | 
Washington County troops were in the Confederate army that drove 
DLeS1e back from: Camden to Little Rock. Capt.Wythe Walker of Fayette- 
ville wes mortally wounded at Jenkins Ferry and died several days 


0) 


Mater at Tulip, Ark. His father, Judge David Walker, was with him 


‘-when he died, The father.was Judge of the Military Court in Price's 
army and held the rank of Colonel. He wrote two letters from Tulip to 
his family ( then refugeeing in Texas ) in which he told of his son's 


-.. wound and condition, These letters are among some fifty of Judge Walk- 


erts personel and official letters that will be published soon by the 
WCHS under the title "The Walker Letters." These letters have been 
mace available to us by Judge David Walker's great-grandson, \ythe 
Wale: of New York City. | 


The Memoirs of Col, J. P. Neal 
Installment 3 


Bee by fom Feathers 
‘SAM HOUSTON AT PRAIRIE’ GROVE © 


In the letter part of the summer or fall of 1834, J. ii. Hoge was 
teaching school in the old log schoolhouse at Prairie Grove. 


It was playtime when five or six gentlemen, gorgeously dressed and 
finely mounted, with their servants and peckhorses, rode up in front 
of the school house and inquired for the big spring. Being informed, 
they proceeded. As they rode off, one of their servants was inquired 
of: "Who is that?" He replied, "Sam Houston end his perty," At once 
boys and girls, big and little, with chattering voices, set out to fol-. 
low them. ‘Je followed them to the spring, and taking a »osition at a 
respectful distance, we watched every movement, and listened to every : 
word, After water had been drenk, their horses end bagzege attended to, 
and the servants were looking around for a little combustible meterial 
for a fire to make coffee, Governor Houston rose, reuoved his broad— - 
brim, straightened himself to his full height, mede to the children 
one of his grendest Deye? and eddressed them about as follows: 


"Young pent leanieere ladies, boys and girls: ‘Je are cretified that 
you heve blessed us with your presence, Your bright faces; expressive 
end happy countenances, speak well for your fathers and :tothers and 
promise much for the future of your valley. You are preparing to be- 
come the men end women of this neighborhood; your volite action and 
pleasant eppearance give assurance of your success." 


Resin Bowie ( who became amt: as the man who invented the Bowie 
knife ) rose end inguired of the schoolboys if any of them would make 
& speech on resvonse to the Governor, After a little urging, William 
T. Neal stepped forward end made his schoolboy speech, entitled "Axman 
Spare That Tree," | : 


When he closed, Governor Houston celled to pili? ‘end teking him by the 
hend, the following colloguy passed: "iy son, what is your neme?" "Bill 


Neal." "How old are you?" "ZI am twelve years old." "Gan you run very 
fast?" "Yes, I can beat any: of the boys thet ere no pieeen than me, 
and I can beat them jumping too," "Did you ever kill’ a deer?" “"No, I 


never did kill one, I've shot et two or three; I'11 bet I get the next 
one, "Tt you were a little older I would teke Te Ri me to Texas to 


"fight the Mexicans, but you are not old enough." "Yes, I em!" "Have you 
a brother?" "Yes, sir." "whet is his.name?" "His name is Press; yonder 
he is (pointing ‘at me)", "Yell," said the Governor, "If your father 


and mother will consent, I will take you both with me, Heve you a 
. couple of ponies?" "No, but we can get one and both of us. cen ride: one,!! 


Our teacher about that time eppeared on the stage. Governor Houston 
had previously learned that this man was Hoge. ‘when he was in five or 
. ten paces, Houston rose bidding him approach, saying if he was one of 
the Tennesseean Hoges, he knew all about his people, «fter cordially 
-shaking hends end being introduced to the comoany, Prof. Hoge informed 
Houston that he had seen him many times and heerd. him meke several 


speeches, that he was a son of Joshua Hoge end that he studied law in 
the office of one of his (Houston's) staunchest friends, Felix Grundy. 
Felix Grundy was a prominent national man and for many years held a 
conspicuous plece among the strong men of the nation. He was the law 
teacher of James K. Polk and a confidential friend of Andrew Jackson, 


Not long after, Uncle Buck came upon the stage. He was also é Ten- 
nesseean and hed seen Governor Houston on several public occasions in 
Tennessee, Houston knew Uncle Buck's father and mother and all his 
uncles and aunts. Houston was then taken, accompanied by Prof. Hoge, 
down to the house and seated in the shade of a grand royal oak. Uncle 
Buck then stepped to the house after my mother, who had dressed herself 
in her most elegant Kentucky costume for the occasion. He introduced 
her; Houston shook her hand and addressed her as Lady Buchanan, He in- 
quired where she was raised, and who were her relatives. She told him 
that she was raised on Gasper River, Warren (Qunty, Kentucky; that her 
father was Robvert Herrald; that her mother was an Edmiston; and that 
she was related to the Nershalls, Cannons, and Loves; and that her 
first husband was William Neal, a son of Uncle Tom and Mary Neal. Hous- 
ton arose arid approaching her, said he was related to the sane fanil- 
ies except the Loves and that they must be related; that she was the 
first relative he had met since he crossed the Mississippi River, and 
again shook hends. An hour or two passed in pleasant conversation, The 
school children had taken their position at a respectful distance, at-— 
tentively listening to every word and noting every move, 


After an hour or two Houston and his company proceeded on their jour- 
ney to Fayetteville, where he wes going to receive letters and papers 
through the hands of Archie Yell, from General Jackson, and complete 
his outfit for Texas; where he arrived about the first of January; was 
pleced at the head of the Revolutionary army, and early in the spring 
of 1836 gained the famous battle of San-Ja-cin-to; conquering the com— 
bined army of Mexico, and taking prisoner the distinguished general, 
Santa Anna, Articles of peace were ratified, Texas was declared a Re~ 
public, and he was elected her president. Sam Houston had been elected 
‘Governor of the State of Tennessee two or three years previous. Some 
time after his election he courted and married the most beautiful and 


-. accomplished young lady in the state, Eight weeks after their marriage 


he resigned the office of governor, bid his wife and friends farewell, 
‘and with a friend and one or two servants, made his way, by land, 
.-through West Tennessee and the wilds of Arkansas, to the house ‘of his 
old friend Jolly, in the Cherokee Nation. 


Jolly was an old citizen of the old Nation and perhaps her Chief, 
Houston, when a young man, had lived some time in Jolly's family, and 
-had been in some Indian fights with him. After remaining there two or 
three years, after visiting Ft. Gibson and Ft, Smith and occasionally 
Evensville, he received a letter from President Jackson advising him 
to go to Texas and take a part in her struggle for liberty. He never 
made known the cause for leaving his wife,and she always said that she 
had not the remotest idea whet the cause was. Sam Houston was then in 
the prime of life and one of the finest looking men I ever saw. He was 
lordly dressed; wore a fine broadbrim, white hat, a hunting shirt of 
Indian pattern, fringed with bedds and lace which made it cost perhaps 
“50. My recollection now is that he had on buckskin leggings, but his 
crowning ornement was his vest, which I think cost $150. This vest was 
bought on these influences: 


After Houston was elected Governor, and before his immizration, he 
visited ‘Jashington City. Henry Clay told him one day thet there was a 
vest at the Grand Tailor Sho; that he ought to go and look at it; that 
he had told the tailor that Sam Houston wes the only zien in the United 
States who would buy that vest, end that he was now in the city. The 
next dey Houston, Henry Clay 2nd several Senetors went to teke a look 
at it. Houston afterwards aha it and wore it on srend occésions: 
during his life, I heerd he and *’, S,. Oldham meke their srect speeches .- 
wnich came very near the ceuse of bloodshed, on College !il11, in the 
City of Austin, Texes. Houston was running for Governor end Oldham 
representing his opponent. Oldham was an attorney for the Sank of Fay— 
etteville when it was robbed, ebout the yeer 1640, Houston, in his . 
speech, made this allusion to that occasion, in his slow impressive 
manner: "I did not rob the Bank of Fayetteville and mutilate the books 
end hide one of them in a drift on ‘white River and the other in an old 
stove on the public squere." Colonel Oldham, always nervous end hasty, 
but on this occesion extraordinarily excited, jumped to the front of 
General Houston in a nervous, threatening manner, said: "General Hous— 
ton, do you say that I did that?" Houston, in his cool and impressive 
tone, said: "No, I did not say that you did it - I seid that I did not 
do it," 3 


I- saw Generel Houston and saw him deposed by Xebel commends and his 
successor, Davis, inaugurated. We have had many conversations, and 
often alluded to his stey in the Cherokee Nation, end beceinme the par=- 
ticular friend of i-ark and Dick Bean who were running the salt works 
of the. Cherokee Nation and who were, et the time of this conversation, 
my father-in-law and uncle by marriage. ‘Je often referred to the occa— 
Sion he spent at Prairie Grove, «nd the incidents of the occasion were 
es bright and fresh in his memory as they were in mine, He said there 
were but few occasions in his life he enjoyed better, 


Cernahan ftemorabilia 


smong the historical records in the vossession of iirs, iiaurice Cruse 
of Prairie Grove, are the following: 


Cne share of stock (25) in Northwest Arkansas Reform Printing and 
Publishing Co. J.P.Carnahan, holder. Issued at Fayetteville, Hay 20, 
1873. Signed, P.L.Montgomery, president; C.'/.Basshem, secretary. 


Contract for making one set of marble gravestones, headstone 2 feet 
high, to be delivered and set up at Prairie Grove 1872, Price 18, 
liaker, C.C,.ftiiddleton, Signed, Susan Crawford, The stone was for the 
grave of liary Ann, deughter of H. and S. Crawford. 


Tax Receipts 
Collector's Office, Washington County, Arkansas 


.1868 - J.P.Carnahan. »13.04. Jacob Yoes, Sheriff and Collector 

1869 - Mary Carnahan, 226 acres @ $1504 valuation; 3455 personal prop-— 
erty; total tax, 345.54. Collector, B.L.Little 

1872 — Mary Carnahan. 210 acres © »1443 valuation | 

1874 - Mary Carnahan, 210 acres © {1035 valuation. 160 personal prop- 
erty; total tax, ~20.91. Collector, Z. ii, Pettigrew 

1873 - J.P.Carnahan, 160 acres © $800 valuation; ~%377 personal proper- 
ty; total tax, 928.23. Collector, Z. N. Pettigrew 


society Has 12 Booklets in Preparation 


The WCHS has 12 monographs in various stages of completion, three of 
which will be published in December and the others early in 1956. 
These papers.) were formerly published in a Bulletin Series but will 
henceforth eppear as individual booklets, with prices ranging from $1 
to $2 depending on the number of pages. They will be published in a 
limited edition of 100 copies. Members of the Society who wish copies 


reserved. for them, should so instruct the secretary, Tom Feathers, 
Bxo 225, Heyetteville, Ark, Booklets now in préparation are: . ; 


1. Autobiogrephy of the Rev.Williem Shermen (the life of a Methodist 
minister, now retired, who served the church in Arkansas 57 years) 


' 2. The Southern Memorial Association (history of the SMA and the Con- 
federate Cemetery in Fayetteville) 


3. The Alexander Family Records (letters, deeds, tex receipts, and 
other records of one of Washington County's earliest families) 


-<-,, The Greer Family (a pioneer history written by the late Ben Greer) 


5. The Lord!s Vineyard (history of the Latte family of Vineyard,aArk., 
~ written by the family's historian, F.F.Latta of California) 


6. The Walker Letters ( written by Judge David Walker and members of 
his family, ‘including J. Wythe Walker I, Rebecca Washington, Senator 
J.D, Walker, Capt. J.Wythe Walker II, and others) 


7, The Netional Cemetery in Fayetteville ( including list of all 
identified Civil War soldiers buried in this cemetery) 


8. The McLiroy Bank (a history of the oldest bank in Arkansas) 


: 9. The Gold Rush (to Galifornia from Washington County, including a 
_--number of never-before-published letters from the gold fields) 


10, The Dickson Diary ( the journal of J.L.Dickson of gave tnevtlilie 
1853 to 1868) 


11. Cemetery Lists of Fayetteville, Ark. ( panei the Evergreen, 
Walker, and Fairview cemeteries) 


12, The First Five Years ( history of the Washington County Histori- 
cal Society 1950-1955) | 


LATTA MATERTAL 

Through the courtesy of Sterling Cockrell of Little Rock, our Soci- 
ety has acquired some valuable material about the pioneer Latta family 
of Washington County. Mr. Cockrell, a grandson of James Mitchell and 
Lizzie Latta Mitchell, sent the material to Mrs. Mertye Bagby, who 
. delivered it to us, It includes a beautifully printed reproduction of 
the Latta "Family Record" ( births and marriages ) from the old Latta 
family Bible, as well as other material, We shall include this inform— 
ation in our Bulletin now in preparation, entitled "The Lord's Vine- 
yard", This is a reprint of an earlier booklet pbulished by F.F.Latta 
of Bakersfield, California. 


Springdale's Public Square 


‘ by Thomas Rothrock 
N 
Center St. | 

Any comprehensive history of Spring- 
dale's ‘Public Square-that-was must 
2 include along list of ‘land trans-— 
actions concerning the six lots that 
made up the Square.DeSpite its length 
this 1ist is not complete, as some 
deeds wére not’ recorded and cannot be 
now located. | ' 


At the beginning of these iand 
transactions are two names, Spencer 
Forby Fine and William’ Davidson Quin- 
ton. And names they must remain; as 

' no one now living seems to know any- 
thing about their personalities or 
their lives. / ; 


Boydsiton - — Bo diston 


Spencer Forby Fine'was the first to 
enter land on what is now the present 
site of Sprindale, which he did Feb- 
ruary 29, 1840. About’ the same’ time, 
it is reported, William Davidson 
Quinton entered land im the- present 
Winslow area. «Soon Fine and Quinton 
traded land rights and a U.S.Patent 
was issued to the latter-for 80 acres 

‘ of:land which is included in what is 
now Springdale. Then Quinton: traded 
homesteads with the Rev.John Holcombe 
who had located near West Fork. Hol- 
combe- was a member of the Primitive 
Baptist Church, and Fine and Quinton 
appear to have been of the same de- 
nomination. A list-of the now known 
land transactions concerning the six 
lots that made up Springdale's: Public 

Johnson St. ‘Square is as follows: 


Main st. 


! 
+4 
>» 

® 


“> Bage 


1. The U.S. to Spencer Forby Fine ( ES of Swi Sec. 36 Twp. 18 N of 
Range 30 West. 7 | ity hs 

2. The U.S. to William Davidson Quinton, assignee of Spencer Fine, 
Patent. 80 acres. March 10, 1843. Patent issued on Preemption Certif- 
jcate No.4102 and signed by President John Tyler. | 

3. William D Quinton and wife Sar to John Holcombe, Warranty 
deed. Oct. 7,°1843. Consideration $500. Acknowledged before Gilbert 
Luper, J.P. PCS: PRR per eR 

4. John Holcombe and wife Dorothea to James Baggett. Warranty deed, 


Jan, Ss 1873.8, Lots:.6, and. 7. « $30). - 


(Shiloh (Springdale) located by John Holcombe on E} Swi Sec.36 Twp. 
18N of Range 30 West, and Blocks 1 to 12 were surveyed and platted by 
Wn, Mitchell, county surveyor, July 14, 1868. 


5. John Holcombe “Go “SvSe pleats Warranty deed, Feb.11, 1875. “Lot Bs 
B lock 7 "and other lots". $95. | 

6. John Holcombe to William Holcomb. Warranty deed. Oct. 2, 1876, 
Lots 3 and 4 Block 7 "and other lands", $140. 

7. Wm. H. Holcomb and wife Rebecca to Jo Holcomb. Warranty deed. 
Mar. 9, 1878. Lots 3 and 4. $100. Acknowledged before R. M. Huff- 
master, J.P. 

8, James Baggett and wife Margaret to Asa Boydston. Warranty deed. 
Nov. 16, 1878. 16 feet off east end of Lots 6 and 7 Block 7. $19. 

9. S.S.Purcell and wife H.C. to Jo Holcomb. Warranty deed. June 18, 
1879.. Lot 2 Block 7, $200. 

10, Jo Holcomb and wife B elle S. to Asa Boydston. Warranty deed. 
June 19, 1879. Lots 2, 3 and 4 Block 7. $50. Acknowledged before 
R.» M. Huffmaster, J.P. 

11. Asa B oydston and wife Elizabeth to P.M.Ownbey. Warranty deed, 
Jan. 5, 1880. Part of Lot 2 Block 7. $12.50. Acknowledged before 
H.F.Hartley, J.P. 

_ 12. Henderson Frazier and wife G.P. and Jno. W. Phillips and wife 
L.W. to Jo Holcomb. Warranty deed. April 3, 1880. Each an undivided 
one-half of Lot 5 Block 7. $50. Acknowledged before R.M.Huffmaster JP. 

13. Rufus Lichlyter and wife M.A. to Jno. W. Phillips. Warranty deed, 
April 16, 1880, One-half of Lot 5 Block 7. $75. Acknowledged before 
R.M.Huffmaster, JP. | 

14. Jo Holcomb and wife Belle §. to P. M. Ownbey. Warranty deed, 
Feb, 2, 1881. Lot 5 Block 7. $100. Acknowledged before H.Hartley, JP. 

1>- James B. Baggett and wife Margaret, Asa Boydston and wife Bliz- 
abeth, P.M.Ownbey and wife Martha, to the Town of Springdale. Warranty 
deed. March 7, 1881. "Deeded for use as a public square." Lots 2,3,4, 
5,6,7 Block 7. "Consideration $l and the public good." Acknow ledged 
before dno. W. Phillips, ge Public. 

ee Lets: 25) 3 and 5 Block 7 on tax badics in name of J.T.Huffmaster 
were deeded to state for non-payment of taxes for year 1881. Also Lot 
2 Block 7 on tax books in name of P.M.Ownbey was deeded to state for 
non-payment of taxes for 1881. 

17.° Lot 5 Block 7 on tax books in name of H. Frazier was deeded to 
state for non-payment of tax for year 1878. 

18, Lots 2,3,4,5,6,7 Block 7 on tax books in name of "Unknown" 
parties deeded to state for non-payment of taxes for year 1884. 

19. The State of Arkansas, by Paul M. Cobb, commissioner, to F. L. 
Brooks and A.W.Boxley. Tax deed. $1.65. Lot 2 Block 7. Deed recites 
forfeiture for tax of 1881, . 

20. A. W. Boxley and wife and F.L.Brooks to Thomas Gladden. Deed, 
(No date. No consideration.) Lot 2 Block 7. 

21. Deed dated Feb.16, 1888, whereby P.M.Ownbey and wife Martha and 
James B. Baggett and witfe Margaret to "The Incorporated Town of 
Springdale", Witnessed by Millard Berry, Notary Public. . 

22. Thomas Gladden and Sarah G. Gladden to the Town of Ridinedethes 
Warranty deed. July 14, 1890. Lots 2,3,4,5,6,7 Block 7. $50. 
Acknowledged before Millard Berry, Notary. Public. 

Good authority states that all transactions after the six lots 
were deeded to the "Town of Springdale" on March 7, 1881 (15) were 
invalid as the land was not taxable after it passed into the poss- 
ession of Springdale, a matter those involved in said transactions 
Apparently did not know, That leaves seven known illegal transfers 
of the land between 1881 and 1890, 


A satisfactory reconstruction -of Springdale's Public Square in the 
days when-it-was is almost impossible ‘for _ information is both vague 
and conflicting. Just across Johnson Street and facing thes once Square 
is a small frame building that was an early store. and post office. To 
the- northwest corner across Center Street and facing the once Square 
is a two-story frame building that was the Gladden Hotel of Springdale 
-House, 

in ante-bellum days, Bennett Putman built in fwtiat is now north 
Springdale, ° about where Main Street is intersected by-Price, a spa-— 
cious frame building on the: stage and mail road from St.Louis to Fort 
Smith. This building had eight large rooms and an upstairs and faced 
the west. There were stables for the horses. It was the first tavern 
in the Springdale vicinity. 

After the Civil. War, Thomas Gladden bought the large frame. structure 
and cut it in two, One half was moved near where Central School now 
stands and was at one time occupied by the Lewis family. - The other 
half. is the two-story building on the northwest corner of the once 
Publia Square across Center Street. The one-time Gladden Hotel or 


Springdale House. | 

It is -reported that there was a blacksmith shop on the southeast cor- 
ner of the Square aeross Churdh Street and another on the west side of 
Main, and a store just south of the latter. There seems no definite. 
information es to’ whom these businesses: belonged. The nemes Baggett 
and Searcy are mentioned in ‘connection with them. The one-time town 
well is marked. by 2 cement curb in the southwest corner although. the 
well hes long been filled. Springdale's Public Library is located on 
the old Square. 7 


Judge Millerd Berry and Dr. John Young used to travel by wagon to « 


White River, dig up small trees, hard maples, oaks and others, haul 
them back and set them out in "the: park" as it was celled. ‘hen these 
trees. grew and their leaves turned many BoA eFtE they were beautiful. 
Practically all ere gone now, 

The year 1881 saw the six lots ziven to Springdale and also saw the 
coming of the railroad, Springdale -immediately commenced to spread 
from its originel site to the tracks, as business gravitated in that 
direction, =a Cr+< 


The Public Square did not see much use. An occasional tent retival 
meeting was held there. A board fence, three boards pleced horizontal— 
ly, was built about it and it grew high in weeds end grass. Sometimes 
a good citizen would hitch his team to the mower and cut the grass: 
and weeds, The Public Library was located there in 1927. Tal 


Nestled close by the old Square are the homes of three descendants © 
of P.M.Ownbey: Lockwood Searcy, a grandson; Mrs.4.L. (Frankie Searcy) 


Gregg, 2 granddeughter; Mrs.Lowry (Marguerite Ownbey) Walker, a great 


granddaughter. A great-grandson, George Ownbey, and his mother live in — 


Springdale on Thompson Street. 


Just west of the old Square on Eure Street lives Leo Lichlyter with 
her mother ‘who is a daughter of James B. Baggett. Leo has: a-brother, 
Carl, a contractor, living in Springdale. Another brother, Earl, lives 
at Joplin, Missouri. 


No one knows of a descendant of Asa Boydston now living in Spring- 
dale or northwest Arkansas. , 


. je 


Fayetteville Fifty Years Ago 
by W. E. Compton 


This is past the 50-year mark of my first sight of Fayetteville. As 
nearly as I can remember it was July 31, 1905, when my father and I 
left Gentry for Feyetteville. He had business at the Experiment Stea- 
tion, I know it was a Saturday. We drove a team of mules to a buggy. 
There was not an auto in the country for years after that. 

From Gentry we went east to Springtown over the old Gentry-Spring- 
town Road. From Springtown south by Logan and crossed Osage south of 
Logan. It was up to the buggy bed, as I remember. We stopped at Robin- 
son and had some repairs made to the buggy. Then we crossed the I1lli- 
nois south of Robinson, We must have crossed it again, as we went 
through a place where there was a water-mill, which I later learned 
was Savoy. 


From there we followed the creek up, and came into Fayetteville on 
Leverette street. Then we went west up Maple to the top of the hill. 
We stopped under ea tree ecross the street north from the Experiment 
Station. ( The tree is still there. ) The Experiment Station then was 
the little building that was used as the Music Building until the’ Fine 
Arts Center was built. In 1905 it didn't look so little, as most.of 
the area back to the south was in vineyards or vacant. Old Main was 
then the only lerge building on the campus, Al] those big shade trees 
were then just little bushes, and it looked open and bare. 

At the Experiment Station we met Prof, Earnest Walker, the Director. 

He showed us around, 
.-From University Heights we drove over to the main part of town, 
.. Dickson Street was then full of wagons and buggies, as it is now of 
autos, In going east along Mountain Street I remember the south side 
from Hast Street east was full of livery barns. I recollect seeing the 
Negroes squirting water onto horses. The day was warm. The Court House 
‘- and County Jail were then new and glistening. 

We put up at a wagon yerd right across the street west of the Court 
House where Montgomery Ward is now. That was where we left the tean, 
Then we went across to the south side of Mountain Street and put up 
for the night at the Piedmont Hotel right ecross from the County J2il. 
~The place was a relic of earlier days, as rest rooms for guests were 
scarce or absent. That’corner was, it seems, not then covered with 
buildings end shade trees as now, since I remember what a fine open 
view there was to the southeast. I little realized then that some day 
I would make my home down in there, 


After dark thet night while my fether sat on the es of the Pied- 


’ mont House énd -converged with the lendlord, I decided to teke a look 


around town, I was then-15, but looked much as I do-now, except that I 
had heir. I went west on the south side of the Square and recollect 
getting over to the Center street underpass, (It. was the same old 
wooden trestle that was recently chenged.) Just-as I got there, the 
evening pessenger train came along from the south as it does todey. In 
‘ those days it was pulled by 3 ten-wheeler. From the underpass I went 
to the old wooden depot. I then went back to the Piedmont House, 


The next morning, which wes Sunday, we went north to Johnson, We must 
have gone along College ‘venue, but I don't remember that part of it. 
From Johnson we went to Prof, ‘jalker's place north of there on the 
hill. From there we went back home. by way of Elm Springs and Jager, 
There were no asphalt or concrete pavements,nor concrete culberts. I 
don't remember even any gravel roads or streets. 


A Worthwhile Life 
(A Biography of B, A. Rudolph) 
by 
Ruth Rudolph Stephens 


"Well, what is it?" the bearded young gunsmith asked eagerly. 
"I reckon hit's a rail—splitter, -suh", answered. the ojd colored 
woman proudly, coming from an inner room, 


And that's how Burtis Adolphus Rudolph 
was introduced to his father in 1863,during 
the hectic days of the Civil War. 


Young Burtis was born at Fayetteville, 
Arkansas, and there lived his entire life 
of a good 76 years. He belonged in those 
years of new enterprises, -for-B. A., as he 
was later known in life, liked starting new 
things. He liked the gamble of seeing if he 
could make them work,He had many successes, 
and some failures, but always he had labor 
to offer others as a means of their own 
livelihood, And with this as his reward, I 
believe he was content. 


When Burtis was 12 years old he was’- one 
of the first to attend the University when 
it was established at Fayetteville. It was not college studies that he 
took part in, for lower graces were offered there then. He too soon in 
life had to help support a family of five sisters and- three brothers 
, to be able to receive much formal education. But all of his years he 
was a great reader and a studier of human nature until he was well 
educated in the ways of common living. | 


And this was good, for he always carried enormous responsibilities, 
His young manhood was spent on the old Rudolph place on East Mountain. 
He married Emma Teague, 18, when he was 25, and to the addition of the 
part care of younger brothers and sisters, and an ailing father, began 
the raising of his own children, Their first child was a boy, or "rail 
splitter", as I've often heard him express it. Then..in the next 20 
years were added six "dish—washers", as he called girls. 


When the family still consisted of only three children, Burtis took 
them all to Oklahoma and participated in one of the strip—openings. He 
secured a claim, all right, tt had it jumped by someone else, Condi- 
tions there were none too good for raising a family, so he returned to 
Washington County and bought a 160—acre tract of land about two miles 
northwest of Fayetteville. 


This was an excellent farm, He cleared land, set out berry fields 
and orchards, thus establishing himself as one of. the pioneer berry 
growers of Washington County. When the youngest girl was four years 
old, for the first time he was able to provide an adequate spaced home 
for his family. He milt a large 9-room house that was rather modern 
for a farm in those days.’ There was plumbing in the kitchen and bath— 
room, the water supplied by an encrmous rainwater tank connected with 
the roof, The great square white house still stands today, for it is 
the big house on what is now the University Farm at Fayetteville. 


Just across the lane to the south of the house, he erected a huge 
three-floored red barn. When thet big barn burned several years after 
Mr, Rudolph sold out to the University, he felt almost as badly as 
though the loss had been a personal one. One always owns in spirit 
that which one has caused to come into being, it seems, 


I believe that B. A, Rudolph made a significant contribution to his 
state, especially to his ow county, in that his farms or ‘business 
projects were unusually large, first-—tried in his conmunity,and always: 
meant work for many people who needed that help. 


On this farm he established one of the first canning factories in 
that locality. The machinery available for operations of that kind was 
rather meager at that tine, But the tin cans were adequately sealed 
and the product good, That factory burned down, but Mr.Rudolph had 
been fired with the satisfaction of handling that kind of mwsiness,. 


To house the much farm labor that was needed with the berry and 
orchard crops, it was necessary to build a camp for the workers and 
their families. Often more than two dozen families lived on that place 
at one time years ago. Many of.the. fields were sowed in grain. Summer 
days of threshing would make on the farm exciting times indeed for the 
laborers and the children of the place during harvesting season, 


In the meantime Mr.Rudolph had bought several hundred acres of hilly 
land about eight miles west of Fayetteville. Here he set out more 
strawberries, and built another camp. This was laughingly alluded to 
as "Tickville" because of the numerousness of that bothersome pest. 
The story is told on B, A. that as he stood one day in a shed doorway 
giving out the tickets for the quarts of berries the pickers brought 
in, that one of the small girls playing around the packing shed backed 
up to him. "Mr.Yudolph, will you tie my yibbon?" she lisped matter-of- 
factly. I can see the small crooked smile that must have stolen over 
his strong face as he probably grunted embarrassedly and suggested 
that'she try one of the wmen packers, 


Later, not far from this new project, near Wheeler, as the postoffice 
there is known, though the railroad station on the branch line of the. 
Frisco that then ran through there was called Litteral, he built an- 
other canning factory and shacks for housing workers, 


Mr. Rudolph was the owner of one of the first cars in the Meadow 
Valley neighborhood, All one Sunday morning he spent learning to drive 
under. the. tutorship of a salesman. Then after the mid-day dinner he 
proudly announced that he would take as many of the family as cared to 
go, for.a ride. Several members piled into the Buick and they went 
gaily off on a tour of the countryside. Some of the passengers did 
have frightening qualms and wished that they had stayed home when the 
not—too—expert driver stalled the car directly on a railroad track, 
while the toot of an approaching train sounded not far away. No one 
waited to see if the machine would inmediately start again. All piled 
out- and the vehicle was pushed off the track! The salesman drove for 
a while then. He looked a bit white himself. | 


Another exciting happening soon after the advent of ths new car took 
place when the family went for a night drive. With Mrs.Rudolph sitting 
in front with him, and the back seat two deep with girls, Mr. Rudolph 
decided to coast down a long hill and give everyone a thrill. They 
were thrilled all right. So was he. Almost to death! | 


There were deep ditches on each side of the road. B.A, reached over 
to the dashboard to tum off the ignition switch. He made a mistake 
and doused the lights instead, 


Panic chilled the rising screams of the back seat occupants as the 
big, heavily-laden car careened wildly down the hill under pressure of 
new gas, instead of an applied brake pedal. The driver's hands were 
too busy for re—switching on of the lights. Acting instinctively his 
wife grabbed at something -—— the hand brake it so happened -—- and they 
brought up with a jolting scramble of bodies in the back. Lights were 
turned on and a 5~foot ditch showed only inches to the left of them. 
For a few minutes there was silence while everyone thought of the 
miracle-saved family and car, Mr.Rudolph was always, hereafter,against 
coasting a car, 


On Saturday night, B.A. sometimes went to town, or at least as far 
as Pat rurphy's grocery store on Leverett street. Pat always called 
this customer "Cap'n", And if "Cap'n" paid his bill, old Pat would 
Swing over to the candy counter, his stiff knee making one leg fling 
outward as he walked, and put together a paper poke of candy. 


B,A.'s youngest little "dishwasher" always came hopefully downstairs 
to breakfast on Sunday moming, eager to see if the old glass spoon— 
holder would be temptingly piled with hard, brightly colored candy. 
It usually was. : 


One of the many dozs that lived at one time or another on the Nudolph 
farm, must have been an especially smart one. Mr. Rudolph would take 
this dog, Denver, when he went away from howe, and if he had some 
message to send back, he would write a note, tie it to Denver's collar 
and tell him to go home, And Denver did. 


It seemed that there was a cat just as well trained, though not in- 
tentionally. For some reason or other this cat was not wanted on the 
farm. Mr, Rudolph was once going into another county on a stock-buying 
trip. He took the cat along in a sack and turned it loose miles from 
home, To his surprise -—= and disgust -—~ the cat beat him home, Figur 
ing that it deserved to stay after that, the poor old Tom had no more 
rides in a tow sack. 


People who did not know the family well may sometimes have made 
false interpretations when they called the Rudolph place on the tele-. 
phone, When they asked to speak to B, A. some piping ohildish voice 
often informed that he had "gone down yonder", To those at home this 
strange statement meant only that the man of the house had gone to the 
other farm, down in the hills near Wheeler. 


Before the car became the means of travel for the family, often on 
Sunday afternoon hr, and Mrs, Rudolph, with a small girl or two sitting 
on the floor of the mggy, would drive over the farm in high style, 


ota Din, the inst} babey horse, would jog along, some queer "jig-jig" 
sounding kind ‘of noise coming from his hind legs as .:he moved them, 
“Mystifying the children. Mrs.Rudolph, pretty and cheerful in her white 
~ stiffly—starched,,. eye let-embroidery—trimmed bonnet, and Mr. Rudolph, 
one foot carelessly hanging out the side of the buggy, would sit 
_. proudly ‘viewing and discussing the land they owned and loved, 


“About phis fame the state inatitoaehkie peed Mr. Rudolph to put a price 
on his fine farm near Fayetteville. They wished to buy it. Mr.Rudolph, 
“not especially wanting to sell, did this, and rather to his later con- 
. Sternation, the deal was sor: closed. It was a wrench to the whole 
family to move away from the place that had been home so long. They 
bought a house in town and moved’ away from the country. Only the three 
youngest girls were left at home now, Unable not to be starting some 
new project, now that he no: longer had his excellent farm, Mr.Rudolph, 
with partners, built a hap gata ane Storage over on the ee rail- 
"road near the Stockyards. |. 


In not much more than a year after leaving the farm, Mr. Rudolph 
bought the old Willie Dean place out on the Mt.Comfort road. Here he 
livee@ the rest of his life. woilways it rather upset him to drive by 
what was now the University Farm. To see those orchards which he had 
set out, pulled up, and to see: the many changes take place there, even 
though in the name of progress, seemed to hurt him, fill him with a 
sense of loss.Many times he said,"I never should have sold that farm!" 


The Litteral Canning Co.., in which he had controlling interest, now 
expanded to Fayettevihkle.... The old sweet potato storage was used as a 
warehouse in connection with this business. 


. A new company., Robinson Canning Company, was formed, and a new plant 
‘built at the small village of Robinson, Arkansas. This spread to in- 
clude a plant that was already operating at Siloam Springs. About this 
time Mr. Rudolph sold his interest in the other company, and though he 
spent much time at Robinson and Siloam Springs, he always ~ maintained 
his home near Fayetteville. 


Mrs, Rudolph died in 192). Only two girls were now left at home with 
their father. But several times a year there were family gatherings of 
from twenty to thirty people at the home place. Many grandchildren, 
both "rail-—splitters" and dishwashers", learned to look forward to 
Grandpa's surprise birthday dinner every year on March 19.But if there 
had not been one, therein would really have lain the surprise and dis- 
appointment for Mr.Rudolph, I am sure.To have all his extensive family 
gather about him seemed to bring him his greatest joy. B.A. still en- 
joyed superb health in his sixties. With his youngest daughter through 
. School now and about to. be married, he married a young girl, Kunice 
Teague, the same name as his first wife, but no relation. 


Several more active years slipped by. Now in his seventies, B,. A, 
must even now try new industries. Boysenberries was one project. He 
put out 55 acres of them, and a pretty sight they were, spreading on 
their long wire supports across. the level land. He bought another 
- small acreage and big house just .east of, the home place, the old Dean 
homestead.:. ,- And: here::and;.omn the;-farm where ‘he still lived, ‘ he built 
brooder houses and chicken pens and put in 30,000 broiler chicks, 


But B.A. was not to see the fruitins of those last orojects. Before 
the berries bore their first crop, or before those chicks were ell — 
broiler size, the elderly man died. He suffered a heert attack, and 
like many others who have alweys been active, in less then 36 hours he 
wes pessed on. 


The farm where he died has since come into the »ossession of the 
University elso, 


Yes, I think thet Burtis Rudolph made 2 very significent contribu— 
tion to his community, as any man who hes lived e full, fruitful life, 
will meke to his femily and iis neighborhood, 


And to me, his younsest daughter, he made contributions unforgetta- 
ble. There was never anyone like him. He was always ea handsome man, 
with his large, squarely—built frame, his smooth bronzed f =ce, and 
picrcing eyes. I would much rether have taken physical punishment from 
him when I hed been at fault, as to have him turn those inside-seeing 
eyes upon me. He was often brusk and elways UC SOR SE RELAY SS but he 
had a tender, gentle heart, Lae 2h 


i thought as e child, that if Papa said thet it was going to rain,-. 
Ath of July picnic or not, that rain it -surely would, -nd he was right 
core often than not. 


I look back now ard mervel thet he could ever have carried so heavy 
2 loed. We were certainly not a pempered femily, but we hed the necess— 
ities, and ae firmly—crounded up—bringing. I dontt suppose that any 
parent can give much more than this to seven chiidren, besides the 
countless dozens of other people he often kept from ectual want. To be 
sure, he had a more than able helpmate in my mother, 


Ever since I could remember he had talked of going to Florida where 
he had sisters now living, for some deep-sea fishing. ‘ell, finally he 
went, end ceught a big berracuda, one of those fearful-looking fish of 
the deep that can be a menace to landlubbers for sure, He measured; the 
length of it, 7 feet, with a cord, end brought that... end the uncured 
heed home with him for trophies.And he was so proud of it. Let company . 
come and he would say, "Ruth, go get my fishhead to show 'em." Practi- 
e-lly holding my nose, I'd do this, but it might have siielled ae the 
finest flower from the wey he reveled over it. 


During the last winter when he was trying the broilers, he liked to. 
go out to the brooder houses, sometimes in the middle of the night, | 

and sit for a long time just watching those amusing young ones eas they, 
scurried ebout like busy, playful children. . 


And I em thankful, too, that my children can remember their Grand- 
father ixudolph, for there aren't many like him left, nd I'm sure that 
they brought’ pleasure to him as did all: the many other children of his . 
children, Once he set by the radio and tears fell from his eyes, I was 
later told, when my small daughter appearing on a radio Kiddies! Re- 
view, dediceted her recitation to him, 


Big men with big minds and hearts will elways be remembered, And I'm 
sure that many do remember Hurtis Rudolph of ‘/ashington County, /rkan- 
sas, end his many farms, his pioneer establishments, his family, and 
his honest, generous ways. 


Historical society Cites -rs.Stefford <s Distinzuished Citizen 


urs. Jno.?.Stefford of Springdele wes honored ‘'ov.6 when Cur Society 
presented her with the "Distinguished Citizen" citation. The program 
was held in the old Primitive S3aptist Church et Springdale, now the 
IOOF lodge hall. Wr. andirs. L..Searcy erranged the program end the 
place of meeting. | 


Tom Feathers, secretery of the society, presiced and introduced ‘iiss 
uary Braun who played two numbers on the harp, iiss Byrte Smyer who 
told the story of tirs. Stefford's life in poetic form, and .:.J.Lemke 
who sketched the history of the Springdale News and the honoree's con- 
nection with thet peper. 


~The Distinguished Citizen citation was presented to urs, Stefford by 
D. Ds. Dez aver, who read a biographical sketch of her life that had been 
written by her son, willis i. Stafford. Following the presentation a 
reception, erranged by the Booklovers Club, Canter G, PEO, and the 
Ledies Country Club,with iirs.Howerd Henry, general chairmen, was held. 


Myrtle ifurphy Stefford was born in Dallas County, Texas and was grad— 
uated from high school at iarshell,Texas. She came to Arkansas to join 
her fether end family end begen teaching scliool at Synringdale in 1902. 
_ On Jen. 10, 1904, she wes merried to John P. Stafford, who had founded 
the Springdale News while still in his teens, in 1887. ‘uoting e few 
peregranhs from llis Stafford's paper: 


"The Springdale News wes 2 family institution. 411 of the children 
grew up loving the.smell of printer's ink end relishing the sight of 
it on their hands. For them,- and for their mother, the back shop wes a 
_ fascinating plece with its linotypes, job presses, paper cutter, the 
cast-iron pot holding molten lead, cases of type, jers of paste, the 
old Doctor i::iles. proof press, and of course the big press. 


"hiyrtle isurohy Stafford fit into the scheme of things, both asa 
housewife and mother, and es a real newspeper woman. She divided her 
tine between r2ising the family and chronicling the 'locals and per- 
sonals! of the town, And she provided a strong affirmative vote for 
the vigorous end independent editorial policy which her publisher hus- 
band wielded, 


"then John P. Stafford wes elected to the Arkansas House of -iepre- 
sentatives, and when he was named postmaster at Springdale, she aug- 
mented his efforts with her work, her love and her inspiration. She 
shared his pride when ‘he was elected president of the Arkansas Press 
Association, 


"With the passing of John P. Stafford Sept. 24, 1933, she gradually 
withdrew from ective participation in the journalistic field. But she 
continues to contribute her talents whenever celled upon end never 
fails to turn out first-rate copy. 


“"She is modest and unassuming, sincere end sweet. She is completely 
deserving of the honor which is being given her by the ‘ashington 
County Historicel Society. * I can think of no one in Springdale who 
would cerry the honor more graciously then tirs. John P. Stefford." 
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1areey — 
lier 525 — 
Mer,.29 - 
Apr. 1 = 
Apr. 6 = 
Apr. & = 
apr. 5 = 
Apr.16 - 
Apr.22 — 
Apr .26 — 
Apr .27 = 


1858 - ee SE ee _ - 1858 


Robert L: Boma, Elizabeth Coulter, by Rev,. Gilford Pylant 
Wm.-D. Laird & Melissa i‘ood--—— (?), by A. W. Wasson, JP 
Wn. A. Harston & iartha. L. Fine, by John Nicholson, JP 
Manson: Stroud & Malvine Fine (16), by John »icholson, JP 
James. Phillips. & Caldone 3B. Fine, by John iicholson, JP 
Henry Lewson &. Sary Elizabeth Jeanes (7), by Rev. Benj.Hall 
John Gerner. & tery iatkins, by R. S. Hyan,: JP 
Burrell Blevins & Nancy Fannin, by tiichard P. illett, JP 
Albert Luper & Rebecca Taylor, by kev. Jesse Keller 
John Baxter & iiary J. Destings, by L. Tankersly, JP 
Stephen Boman & iirah Bernes, by John L. -:atthews, JP 
John H..smith & iirs. Elizabeth Eotton, by Rev.B.H.Pierson 
Columbus .-Seay & Sarah shite Edmiston, by Rev.John Buchanan 
evid Kelly & il. J. How, by Ll. Tankersly, JP 
James Odle & Rechel Thurman, by John L. tiatthews, JP» 
Hiram 2. itiller & tary Elizabeth Cox, by Jones Pierson, JP 
Wm. J. fisnor.& Celie J. Enyart (15), by -iev.-.ediion Boyd 
Anthony Cullender & Lavina filliams, by ..edmond Boyd 
Jemes .¢:. Johnson & Melvina i. ‘lest, by Rev.:/.L.Thornberry 
Geo.’/.Hughs & Hannah Hunton, by Rev. tiartin /. Thornberry 
Hav-—-. B. Hend (7) & liery Shannon, by ev. Hulse — 
John Rose & Bidney, S. West, by Rev, Jesse Keller 
Jemes -L.SHerrod é& Nancy A. Johnson, by Kev. J. Banks | 
John Jones & Nancy Jane Gibson, by Rev, S. .j/. Blackburn - 
Chatman Johnson & Eliza iicCall, by G. . Hughes, JP’ 7 
Warren white & Barbera Vance, by R. Re Williaas, JP- 
dames Burchfield & Nancy ¢. Owen, by Kev. Young Ewing 


| 


—— 


tle je 


“B. R. Smith & Mery Harris, by tev. Hemmond liershall - 


James-J. Son-& Eliza Jane Harmon, by A. |). “asson JP 
J. F. Marrs & Marthy Hogg, by J..\!. Greer, ‘JP | | 
Thomas-.Asher & Sarah J. Rose, by Rev. Jesse Keller — 
Klijeh Harmon. & tiary iicCoy, by Tilmon D. iJisenor, JP 


wm, Jackson Cooper & Nariah Hampton, by James G. Creig JP 
Samuel P.. Marrs & Louisy Carline Goodard, by J.G.Craig JP 


iiartin L. Goderd & Margaret A- (?), by Rev. Young Ewing 


= James Neal & Josevhine Smith, by tev, tioses Dutton 


Nathan Green & Amanda L. Lewis, by iiev. James G. 
Robt. L..i/alker & Phebe Stell, by H. S. Ryan, JP 
J. D. Bell.& Mary Harvell, by John L, Matthews, JP 
Semuel.J..Pittman & parabs Ds Boone, by zev.Thos,.3.VanHorne 
Ferdinand G. Tollett & Susen Carter, by Rev, im, Reed 
John. i’, Perkins & Mery J. Leach, by tev. Semuel Cox 
Hlishe. Henry. & Nency ii. Loyd, by im. H. Holcombe, JP 

Will Beach & Mery Lean, by nev. Luther 1.. Bell 

E. T. Preastley & iiary Son (7), by Rev. W. L. Carleton - 
John .S, Clary, & Christy Jane Hampton (15), by J.G Seas JP - 
Owen iJ. Todd & Catharine “Jilkerson, by James R. Oxford JP 


‘alker 


James lioore & Altezara Elms, by iiev. Thomas Leach 


James 'J, Phipps & Lucy Ann. Luper, by James G. Craig JP: 

L. As Sharp-& Warthe.®. i/illhite, by L. Tankersly JP..: 
James Cate & Jane Bell, by John lL. liatthews, JP 

Paschal Howell & Mary inn’ Malear, by fii. G. Shults, IP 
Wesley Sleter & Susan 5oyd, by siartin D. Frezor, JP ., 

Wm, D,. Howard, &: liary. Lawrence (15), by willis P. eran JP 
John Layd & Rebesca,.Combs, by 'm. H. “Holcombe JP - wa 
-Jacob Gardner s Fama, ody by. Re Re. zlliems, A ete 


. . ; . ‘ ” 
. 4 % . - 
= - ‘ -! 


~~ 


2, 


ON 


July 8 
Julyl2 
July15 
July30 


Aug. 1 - 


Aug.15 
Aug .31 
Sept.2 


Sept .2 | 
Sevt.2 - 
Sept .2 


Sept .3 
Sept.7 
cent.9 
Sept .9 


Sept .9. 


Sep, 13 
Sep.13 
Sep.15 
sep.18 
Sep.19 


Sep.20_ - 
Sep.2<0 = 


vep.29 
sep.29 
Oct. 6 
Octero 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 7 
Oct. & 
Oct,12 
Oct,12 
Oct 14 
Oct.20 
Nov. 4 
Nov.tl 
Nov.1l4 
Nov,1l7 
Nov.18 
Nov.18 
Nov .23 
Nov.25 
Dec. i 
Dec, 1 
Dec, 4 
Dec. 7 
Dec,12 
Dec ,12 
Dec 14 
Dec.16 
Dec .18 
-Dec.2h4 
Dec.26 
Dec .28 
Dec. 30 
Dec .30 
Dec .31 
Mar, 1 
Mar.31 


- Jecob oe Williams, by R. R. 
John Neal & Martha M. 


- John Kellum & Cina Hunton, by iiev. 


.JohnsMeCoy & Mergeret Goad (14), 
‘James Cosby & Nancy Jane Mankins, by im. A. Lamkin, JP 


Jemes esley reed & Caroline Hutchins, by Jones Peerson JP 
Franklin Curtis & Nercissa Karnes, by Rev. Cortes Jackson 
Robert Lafay & Sarah Witt (15), by A. A. Crawford, JP ~ 
Lewis :dlls & Sarah Edmusson, by Rev. Riley Jones. . 

Wm, F, Fletcher & Mary A. Harris, by Hev.E,: .Northrum 
John Wells & Nancy Cole (14), by A. WwW. Wasson, JP — 
John \/, Harretson (Sante Fe) & Miss A.W.Wilson, by Rev.Robt.Greham 
Wm, J. Young & Nency B. Shields, by S. H. Carlile JP - 
Harrison Neel & Merthe S. Walker, by Rev. .iv...A. Hulse - 

Jemes H, Privet & Rechel Webb, by Jones Peerson, JP - 
Thomes ii. Kennan (Calif.) & Sarah Brooks,. by Rev.Robt. Gusbeins 


- John Ferrete (50) & Eliza Cooper (16), by Martin D. Frazor JP 


Thos. J. Moore & Nency J. Davis, by’ Rev. Thos. Stanford + 
Henry F, Huffman & iiary J. Freshour, by Kev. Pleasant Suchenen 


. John Panl Reed & Nancy Ann Bloyed’ by Thos. McKnight, dP’ - 
John Huckaby & Mahala Taylor, by Stephen B. Enyart, JP | 


John Burgit &.Mary Ann Lewis, by Rev..i’. A. Hulse » 

Andrew Holland & Clementine E. Hanks, by ‘iev.8.H.Pierson 
Alexander Foster & Sarah Gage, by Rev. Moses Dutton ~ 
Williems JP 
Lengley, by L. Tankersly, JP set! 

A. J.An derson & Leah Smith, by Rev. Young Ewing . | J 
C. ti. Grayham’& S.-M. Billingsley (1p) Subyi E. lankene ly JP. 
Henry D, Ford & Miss. EB. J. Walther, by Kev. Robt. Graham 
Williem Blankenship:& Frances Rains, by L..G.s Bassore, JP 
Simon C..Culver & Mrs. Dicey Van “right, by P. H. MRouts: JP. 
John Megs.& Mary pe es by ds-W. Greer ,..JP 

W. H. Brook & Mary A. Buréat, by L. Tankersly, JP -- 

Jomes 2, West & Teageton Billingsley (16), .by Rev. W.A. sina 
Sewel P.. Rucker & Martha Brown, by Martin D.:.Frazor, JP - 
Jeremiah Rene & Elender Luttrell, by James G, Craig, JP- 
Deniel B. Job & Miss L. E. Rieff, by Hev. Robt. Graham 
Wm. G. ‘J. Dowmum & ‘Amanda ii. Norman, by Rev. John Holcombe -- 
Williem Phillips & Martha ‘nn Denton, by Kev. sioses Dutton 
Jecob Sradshaw & Mery Ann Kelley, by Bracken Lewis, JP 


Francis.ii. Tellows (?) & Elenor Williams, by im,4,Lamkin, JP- 
Thomas. i:2loy & Rebecca Nolen, by S. H. Carlile. 
--Thos, J. Lieek (iio. ) & Elizabeth Meek, by ' 


Vi. He Helicon JP 
Stephens Fields & Eliza Jane Barron, by Nathan..Combs, JP 
demes Chandler &-Margaret Morrow, by Rev. John Buchanan - 
John P, Harris &-Sarah Herrald, by itev, Luther li. Bell 
m, Lively & Penelope Hinson, by ltiev. Z. M. Vaughen 
alter T. Thornsberry - 
Wm, Mitchell & Josephine’ Lewis, by Rev. Thos., Standford 
James ii. Skinner & Elizabeth Johnson, by C,G.Gilbreath, JP 
Jacob. P, Carnahan & Sue A. Crawford, by- lev. John Buchanan 
William George & Delila ocinclair, by Geo.i’,. Hughes, JP. -- 
‘/lvin C. Hart & Susan HE. Denton (7), by Hev..Hoses Dutton- 
by Rev. Wesley i/, Lucas 


Hickman James & Elizabeth Walker, by: tev. Walter T. Thornsberry 
Wim. H, .Conner & Nancy Williams, by Rev..Cortes.Jackson . 

Jacob Yoes & Mary Reed, by Thos, :cKnight, JP 

Wm. D, Jacoway (Yell Co. ) & Lizzie D.. Parks, by Rev.John Buchansh 
John .§. Phelan &°Prudy Skelton, by Rev. im. Hendrix 


> Rubin 5. Armstrong & Mary Ann Cott, by Rev... A. Hulse 


Daniel Y. Maguire & Mery Warnock, by kev. Luther 4. Bell 


> A, T. Nailor & Eliza J. ‘Bates, by L. G. Bassore, JP 


James B. Moore & Julia 4. Spurlock, by Thos. D. Wisenor, JP 


Mountain Meadows biassacre Monument 
Is Dedicated at Harrison 


The Mountein Meadows iiassacre monument at Harrison wes dedicated 
sevt.4,. Speakers were Judge Frank T. Fancher of West Palm Beach, Fla., 
e descendant of one of-the victims of the Utah tragedy, end irs. Juan-— 
ita Brooks of the Utah History Commission. Mrs,Brooks said the guilt 
of the wanton murder of the 120 pioneers, most of them from Arkansas, 
was properly pleced:on Mormon fanatics. The granite monument et Harri- 
son, 8 feet high,was designed and cut by the Springdale iionument Works 
(Backus and Work ye It bears this inscription: 


The jiountein Meadows tiassacre 

In memory of 140 men women and children, NW arkenses emi- 
grants to California in 1857 under leadership of Alexander 
Fancher (Piney Alex). left. from Caravan Spring:4 wiles south 
of here éround lay ist — camped eat tiountain ieadows,Utah, in 
early Sept - attacked by Indians directed by Mormons— formed 
a corral with wagons -- fought several days till ammunition 
exhausted — epproached by Mormons under flag of truce — prom- 
ised protection - surrendered. All were killed except 17 
small children -— found later in Mormon homes -- rescued by . 
army in 1859 ---taken to Arkansas -- cared for by relatives. 
John D. Lee, Mormon Bishop, tried -— found guilty --— executed 
in 1877 -— confessed guilt and Mormon complicity. Gonsult 
Russell's Behind These Ozark Hills (1947) Gedédspeeds Hist- - 
ory of Arkansas (1889) (p. 346-350) in al LEERY 
Harrison, 


Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 
Romans 12:19 


Small children not killed 


Milum and William - children of Pleasant Tackett 

Angeline and George Ann — children of L. D. Dunlap 

Martha Elizabeth - Sarah F - W. T. — children of G.‘i.Beker 
Rebecca J, -:Sarah E — Louisa - children of Jesse Dunlap 
John Calvin - Mary -— Joseph — children of Josiah iiiller 
Kit Carson —- Trypheniia - children of Alexander Fancher 

F, ik. Jones - child of J. M. Jones 

Sophronia — child of Peter Huff 


Memorial by Richard Fancher Society named in honor of 
Revolutionary soldier -— Grandfather of Piney Alex, 1955 


(On reverse of monument) 


Those killed 
From Carroll County, Ark. 


Alexander Fancher, wife Eliza Ingram, their children: 
Hampton, Williem, Mary, Thomas, Martha, Sarah G., Margaret A. 


John T. Baker, wife, child David W. Beller 
Abel Baker Jas. Mathew Fancher 
Milum R. sh Robert T. Fancher 
Alien DeShazo Melissa Ann Beller 


From Marion County, Ark. 


Chas. R. Mitchell, wife, child 


Joel D. Mitchell Wm. Pruett 
Lawson Mitchell John Pruett 
Jesse Dunlap, wife 6 children Wm. Wood 
Rachel Dunle2ep Solomon Wood 
Ruth Dunlap Richard Wilson 


L. D. Dumlap, 5 children 
From Johnson County, Ark. 


J. Milum Jones, wife, child 
Pleesant Tackett, wife, 2 children 
Cintha Tackett, 3 children 
Ambrose Tackett 
Miriam Tackett 
—~_ William Tackett 
William Cameron, wife, 5 children 
Josiah Miller, wife, 3 children 
Peter Huff, wife, their children: Angeline, Annie, Ephraim W. 


Wm, Eaton, Indiana 
Wm, A. Aden, Tennessee 


7 Residence unknown 
John Calvin Sorel Francis Horn 
Mary Sorel Joseph Miller, wife 


Other names in caravan 
MeEbob ay Haydons, Hudsons, Stevensons, Hamiltons, Smiths, 
= Laffoons, Others unknown. 


a 


WHITE OAK CEi.ETERY 
(List prepared by Thomas Rothrock) 


Silas Guntermen (1806-1888) 

L. Mi. Thompson (1806-1890) 

Norman F.. Goodrich (1811-1891) and wife Melinda (eu-1692) 

James R. Hoge (1812-1892) 

Jomes 5, Ivy (181-1886) 

m. Huntsucker (1816-1891) 

‘Hillis Finney (1822-1887) 

Rachel, wife of R. Rightsell (1622-1877) 

£14 zabeth, wife of Jno. H. Crebtree (1825-1887) 

fa Wie Richardeod (1826-1907) and wife 1) Jane (1821-1855 ) and 3) 
iialinda. (1828-1905 ) 

Henry i. Hovey (1526-1901) a, 

J, T. Hayes (1827-1907) and wife H. A. (1842-1929) 

Helton (1829-1902) 

P. L. Callison (1829-191,) and wife ary S. (1833-1912) 

J. H. Phillips (1830-1697) 

Emeline Ellen iichols (1831-1917) 

W. J. Sulliven (1831-1910) nd wife Sarah (1835-1914) 

G. M., wife of J. J. Thomas (1833-1892) 

John Crabtree (1833-1895) 

i. H. Beasley (1834-1900) and Elizabeth Beasley (1832-1295) 

Williem Osburn (1834-1908) and wife Elizabeth REY dea 

M.- it: Thompson (1835-1902) 

Jemes E. Curry (1836-1924) 

Samuel Huckaby (1837-1915) and Nartha L. Huckaby (1854-1933) 

Jem.s T. Porter (1837-1915) end Virginia Porter (1384.7-19135) 

Semuel Lockhart « (1837-1914) 

Wiliiam J. Hogg (1838-1900) and Mary 1. Hogg (1840-1 1910) 

Polls Langston (1839-1901) 

P, J. Hinshaw (1839-1905) 

filliam Wright (1839-1902) and wife Adeline (1838-1916) 

C. i. Thompson (1839-1924) and wife Nancy ‘nn (1840-1910) 


Ne’ oleon B. Elliott (1840-1915) and Harriett L. Blliott (1554-1934) 
tir... F. A. Fowler (1840-1885) 

Je: nnette Ivy (1843-1906) 

W. T. Wright (1844-1906) and wife Mery E. (1849-1888) 

Czeroline Crabtree (1644-1927) 

Betty Jane Sherrod (1845-1924) 

vartha Ann Wilber (1845-1911) - 

John J. Hodges (1845-1891) and Delilah Hodges (1846-1896) 

J. W. Rice (1845-1915) 

Susan C. Goodrich (1845-1923), wife of Rev. B.H. Greathouse 

Quince Brown (1846-1919) 

H. C. Parker (1846-1909) and Mary I. Parker (1863-1934). 

Levi McQueen (1847-1923) | 

Ketie Brown (1847-1915) _- ei 

Jesse T. Goddard (1847-1916) and Mary C. Goddard 1851 1927) 

J. S. Cowan (1847-1926) and wife Penelope J. (1844-1928) 

William A, Ketron (1847-1909) 

S. T. Beaver (1847-1899) end Mary L. Beaver (1860-1905) 

J. G. Atkisson (1848-1902) and wife M. L. (1855-1904) 

I. C. Lewallen (1850-189) 
A 
i 


A. F. Clark (1850-1885) 
- Burnett (1850-1910) end wife Volinda (1852-1909) 


Alfred Drake (1851-1944) and Sarah Drake (1851-1938) 
Cerrie V., wife of J. H. Humpreys (1851-1918) 
William M. Bonham (1851-1932) end Sarah J. Bonham (1858-1933) 
E. H. Langston (1851-1907) 

eames F. Herris (1852-1915) and Mylinda E. Harris (1856-1915) 
Benjamin F. Clark (1853-1929) end wife Jennie (1855-1907) — 
James Allen Sherrod (1853-1927) 
Robert Neal (1854-1929) 
Nency, wife of James S. Yeadon (1855-1922) 
T. GC. Ketron (1854-1927) 
Geo. W. Harmon (1855-1942) and Mary Alice Harmon (1857-1938) 
H. P. Richardson (1855-1936) 
Manervia Lengston (1855-1935) 
Lucy J. Royston (1855-1896) 
Julia A. Richardson (1855-1929) . es 
Chas. T. Marshall (1856-1939) end iirs. M. J. Marshell (1859-1920) 
Silas T. Cotterell (1856-1929) oe 
W. N. Phillips (1856-1895) 
Edward J. Stacks (1857-1943) 
Lizzie, wife of Barney Clark (1857-1887) 
Herriet E. Dobbs (1857-1882) 
G. «. Henderson (1858-1905) 
Nancy E., wife of Granvell Wright (1858-1892) 
J. Ellet Richardson (1858-1940) 
Anna Beasley (1859-1936) 
J. H. Owens (1859-1912) 
Lewis A. Luttrell (1859-1908) end Amanda Luttrell (1860-1928 ) 
D. L. Ferguson (1860-1944, ) 
Hester, wife of R. ii. Nichols (1860-1887) 
Minty, wife of ‘/. E. Fraker (1860-1892) 
John W. Allred (1860-1925) 
Jane Sullivan (1850-1926) 
J. A. Neale (1860-1902) 
Sarah E. Thompson (1860-1919) 
Marthe Leroy Honeycutt (1864-1882) 
Charles R. Wilber (1865-1901) 

Service Men 

Fred ‘J. England, ist Sergeant (1890-1947) 
eat ‘Aaen itébinson, Seam lst Class, US Navy (1900-1934) 
Charles J. Wilber, 21st F.A., 5th Inf Div. (1920-1950) 


 EIGHTY-—SIX CEnEiTERY 
(6 miles southeast of Strickler) 


M. S. Swift (1629-1905) end C. A. Swift (1830-1912) 

Nancy Carter (1832-1906) 

Rev. L. G. Berl (1841-1920) 

Mary E. Sawrers (1841-1938) 

Lucy McStarkey (1843-1915) 

L. F., wife of }. J. Jordon (1845-1920) 

J. S. Zinnemon (1852-1936) and Martha Zinnamon (1855-1945) 
Eli Richerdson (1855-1936) 


Henry .. Sawyers, Sgt. Co.A, Ist Ark. Inf. (no dates) 


FLASHBACK Completes Fifth Volume 


With this issue, FLASHBACK completes its 5th volume. WCHS membership 
cards for 1956 are now on sale and can be obtained from the secretary, 
Tom Feathers, for $3. The 1956 membership card carries a picture of 
Fayetteville's last surviving slaves ( Uncle Willis, Uncle Sam, Uncle 
Charlie, Squire Jahagan and Uncle Nick) and should become a collectors 
item, 

In January we will publish a CRIME edition of FLASHBACK that. should 
attract wide attention among historians.It will contein an eye-witness 
account (never before published) of the first legal execution in Wash— 
ington County -~- -the hanging of a father, mother and son, for murder. ~- 
It will contain Arrington's famous account of the Cane Hill murders 
(the Wright family) and the justice meted out by the Vigilantes (the 
Committee of Thirty). It will contain an eye-witness account of the 
last legal hanging in our county and the construction of the electric 
chair.that is still being used by the state of Arkansas. 

Crime and violence are a part of history. They are a part of the 
record, and as such we shall publish them in our first 1956 issue. To 
assure yourself of receiving ‘this unique number, we recommend that you 
send your 1956 dues ($3) at once ‘to Tom Feathers, secretary, Box 22); 
Fayetteville, Ark. 


Unforgettable Characters 
"Unforgettable characters" had their inning ‘Nov. 1 at the monthly 


Roundtable session of the WCHS. Fifteen members of the Society told of 
such "unforgettable characters" as Adaline, born in slevery and died 


at 96, having served five generations of one family; "Blind: John" 
ticClellan, graduate of the University of Virginia and expert horseman; 
W. F. ("Uncle Bill") Stirman, Fayetteville police: chief; "Aunt Lou" 


Fitzgerald, Springdale's only Negro; Isaac Murphy, Fayetteville school 
teacher who became governor of Arkansas; and many others, The 5-minute 
talks and resulting discussion kept the group interested for two hours. 


County's First Broiler House Preserved 


An industry that believes in preserving its history is Purina Mills, 
which recently had a gala opening of its new plant at Springdale. In 
connection with the opening, the company published e 4—page insert for 
the newspapers of northwest Arkansas. In the insert appeared the fol-— 
lowing: 

"One of the earliest broiler houses in northwest Arkansas will be 
enshrined at the new Purina Mill in- Springdale, 

"Plans are complete for. moving the house from the Hugh: Webb farm, 
Route 1, Pea Ridge, to a prominent spot at the site of the new Purina 
Mill. It will remain there to symbolize the growth of the broiler in- 
dustry. Buildings have grown from small, rudely constructed houses 
with a capacity of 120 birds to the giant houses we now see —— with 
capacities up to 30,000 birds. Folks attending the mill operane cere— 
monies are invited to visit the shrine, . 

"The 10x12 foot house was built in 1924 and the first batch of chicks 
was started on Jan. 2, 1925. Hugh Webb of Pea Ridge was the pioneer 
grower. He first put “down 400 chicks but after looking at the size of 
the house decided it would hold a lot more and put down another 400 
chicks. Of the 800 chicks started, he marketed 500," 


Historic Old Homes Going 
(Bditorial in the Arkansas Democrat, Nov. 13, 1955) 


New Orleans uses its historic buildings as a big feature to interest 
tourists, while in Little Rock the Arkansas Territorial Restoration, 
the Old State House and the Albert Pike house are incidental attrac- 
--tions for visitors. . 

--. But a higher percentage of Victorian homes survive in Little Rock 
.bhan in New Orleans, Clarence John Laughlin remarked in a lecture 
_ which the arts committee of the Little Rock branch, American Associa- 
tion of University Women, sponsored here, 

- He is author of "Ghosts Along the ifississippi" and other works deal- 
ing with the building arts of Louisiana, 

Quite a number of our fine old homes have been razed in recent years 

to make way for business establishments. | Others are doomed as the 
downtown commercial district spreads, 
‘ If at least one house of every old style could be preserved with 
furnishings these buildings would be a great asset for increasing the 
tourist trade, This dream is not likely to materialize, because funds 
are scarce for any historical undertaking. 

But a complete pictorial record of old and unusual. buildings in 
Little Rock and out in the state should BS made and filed in the state 
archives. — 

Few Arkansas people are aware of the vanisyy of historic structures 
that still stand, The majority of these buildings are in poor condi- 
tion. Some are coming apart, and fater they have fallen in, people of 
the communities will probably lament that nothing was done. | 

Photographs of architectural details,with floor plans and an account 
of the builders, would be valuable for the study of Arkansas history 
and-culture, — 

. If, fact, there are enough subjects right here in Little Rock to make 
an interesting book. 


Coming Meetings of the WCHS 


The monthly Roundtable session of our Society will be held Tuesday 
evening, December 6, in the Historical Room of the Mountain Inn. Eat 
at 6:30; program tarts atv7215. 


The annual dinner meeting of our Society will be in January.. An 
elaborate program is being planned and we will have. the election of 
officers for 1956. | 


Ratiahiber that 1956 membership cards are now on sale and may be se= 
cured from the Secretary. The dues are $33. : 
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